Judgment, 25 October 1988.
The plaintiff brought suit against his insurance company to force it to pay for the cost of his wife's sterilization, which she had performed in order to avoid the danger to her connected with pregnancy. The insurance company refused to pay arguing that the sterilization was not a necessary treatment for sickness covered by insurance but was only a protective measure against future suffering. The High Court of Austria rejected this argument holding that treatment for sickness includes preventative measures designed to strengthen health.